Taking it Home:

1. Is there a specific “why” that is troubling you? While we may
never know the “why”; we do know the “who” that holds your
life together. Reread Romans 8:18-39 and write down the
promises God has for you in this passage.

Prayer Concerns:
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Everything Happens for a Reason
Romans 8:18-39

Why we must use caution with this cliché:

1. It often makes God out to be

2. It can come across of

The will of God

Sovereign will: God’s to
what happens and His decision to

Permissive will: God’s of certain things to happen
even though he does not

Reasons for suffering

1. Some suffering is to bring him

2. Some suffering is a result of God’s

3. Some suffering stems from

4. Some suffering simply comes from

Encouragement in suffering (Romans 8)

1. Our suffering will be by
2. The Holy Spirit our to our heavenly Father.
3. Godis working even in our

4. Inour suffering, God’s
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Personal Study/Growth Group Discussion Questions

Getting Started:

1. What are some of the biggest “whys” that you have in life? Is
“Everything happens for a reason” a satisfying response to your
whys?

Digging Deeper:
1. How do you reconcile God’s sovereign will (He causes) with His

permissive will (He allows). Share some examples of where you
see each playing out in the Scripture?

2. Review the ‘reasons for suffering’ section. Can you share an
example of how one or all of these types of suffering have taken
place in your own life?

Read Romans 8:18-39

3. How does “creation was subjected to frustration (bondage and
decay)” put into perspective some of the whys of this life?

What is the closest you’ve come to feeling a “groaning” in your
spirit to see the final triumph of Christ over sin and death?

Identify each of the times the word “groan” is used in Romans
8:18-39. What does the Holy Spirit do with our groans? How is
this knowledge helpful in the midst of your suffering?

Read verses 28-29. What miracle is God able to work? Who is this
miracle for? What is the specific “good” God most desires? How
have you seen him bring this about in your own life?

In times of hardship and suffering, how do verses 35-39 bring
you hope?



